Studies on the physiopathology of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in horses. I. Clinical signs.
Twenty cases of chronic cough originating in the lung and associated with loss of performance were clinically examined. The physical signs observed were compared with those observed in a control series of 38 clinically normal horses. Reduced work tolerance, coughing for more than 3 months and abnormal pulmonary sounds (râles) were primary signs of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Forced abdominal expiratory efforts and pumping of the anus were regarded as confirmatory signs. Neither nasal discharge nor increased marginal distance was found to be a reliable sign of COPD. The mean respiratory frequency of the COPD subjects, namely 25,4 per minute, was significantly higher than the 16,7 per minute (P less than 0,001) of the 38 normal subjects.